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’ve been staring at a circus of 
frogs for fi ve minutes, trying 
to work out what to make of 
it. On the one hand, it’s an 
impressive feat. Six frogs 
stand triumphantly on each 
other’s shoulders to form 

a pyramid, their little arms and gnarled fi ngers 
(do frogs have fi ngers?) outstretched; one hangs 
upside-down from a trapeze, one trips across 
a tightrope, another lies on a bed of nails. Th e 
ringmaster, complete with top hat and cane, 
conducts the performance. Just a few subtle wires 
hold them in place. 

Th at’s on the one hand. On the other, it’s a 
pile of 100-year-old dead frogs, and it’s bizarre, 
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OKAY CROAKY
Left: a portrait of 
taxidermist Ferenc Mere; 
Above and opposite: 
some of the 507 frogs in 
their playful poses

unsettling and even slightly ghoulish. I’m at 
Froggyland, Split’s top destination for fans of 
taxidermied amphibians, and it’s a ‘What-the-
heck-did-I-just-see?’ kind of place, one that stands 
out as one of Europe’s most niche attractions. 

Here, secreted away from the glorious Balkan 
sun, you can peer into 21 glass-fronted wooden 
cases and see stuff ed frogs doing anything you 
can imagine (and some things you can’t). If you 
want to see lifeless frogs rowing a boat, they’re 
here. Got a hankering to check out a croaked-it 
croaker on trial? Th ey’ve got you covered. If life 
won’t be complete until you’ve witnessed a frog’s 
tooth extraction (do frogs have teeth?), then look 
no further. But the fate of these 507 creatures, 
which were originally poisoned and posed by a 
Hungarian eccentric in the early 20th century, 
hangs in the balance. Froggyland is about to 
get a new owner, Ivana Medvešek, and I’ve yet to 
learn what she’s got in store for them.  

I’m ripped away from my musings by Ivana’s 
arrival. A 17-year-old blonde bombshell, she 
launches into a well-honed tour. “Th e circus 
is my favourite scene, because it’s the hardest 
to make,” she says, looking at the display over 
my shoulder. “In one part there are nine frogs 
connected by just one wire – impossible!”

It’s a strange notion, this glamorous teen 
surrounded by cases of frogs, and it’s even odder 
to think that she’s about to become their 
custodian when her father hands over the baton. 
But as she tells me about each scene, praising the 
craftsmanship and historical merit, it becomes 
clear that she’s hugely proud to be associated 
with Froggyland.

“Frogs are kind of my life,” she laughs. “I’ve 
always been around them. My grandmother 
bought the collection about 50 years ago from 
a man in Serbia, then passed it on to my father. 
Now he’s passing it to me. At fi rst, I found the 
collection quite funny, but as I grew up and 
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“My dad was o  ered $1.5m 
for the frogs, but he turned it down.

Th ey’re priceless”

studied it, and the techniques my father uses to 
care for it, I realised it’s an amazing piece of art.”

Th e story goes that taxidermist Ferenc Mere, 
who was born in 1878, spent a lot of his childhood 
playing near a huge pond that was home to hordes 
of frogs. As he got older, he became lonely and, 
instead of joining a choir or attending an 
organised mixer to make friends like the rest 
of us, he produced his own froggy pals – 1,000 
of them, to be exact, between 1910 and 1920, 
though almost half have been damaged and 
discarded as they passed from owner to owner.

Back then, taxidermy was rarely performed 
on amphibians due to their thin, breakable skin 
and large number of bones. Th is, as well as the 
quality of Ferenc’s work, makes the collection 
both unique and valuable. “My dad was off ered 
$1.5m by a Chinese businessman for them,” says 
Ivana, “but he turned it down. Th ey’re priceless.”

Not much is known about Ferenc’s methods, 
except that he stuff ed the frogs with sawdust 
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Stay three nights B&B at the four-star Fanat in 
Split, departing London Luton on 20 August, from 
£435pp*. holidays.easyJet.com

easyJet fl ies to Split from 18 destinations

A village frog party shows what a proper 
knees-up (do frogs have knees?) was like in the 
olden days. But some of the scenes can’t be 
taken so seriously. In the case entitled ‘In the 
Small Hours’, drunken revellers stagger home 
from the pub while playing guitars. Anyone 
who’s had to suff er an inebriated friend fumbling 
their way through Wonderwall at 4am will know 
that excessive alcohol and amateur music have 
never been friends, but it’s that mix of detail, art 
and humour that make this museum what it is. 

Between studying in Zagreb, having normal 
teen downtime and, she says, “occasional 
modelling shoots”, Ivana also has plans to take 
Froggyland next-level by moving it to where she 
believes there’s most demand: the UK. 

“British people make up the majority of our 
visitors. One woman even said Froggyland was 
the most beautiful moment in her life after giving 
birth. Th e Brits go crazy for it. I think it’s because 
taxidermy was big in the UK in the 19th century 
and the people still appreciate it. I have plans to 
get the collection into Ripley’s Believe It or Not! 
museum in London. It’s what it deserves.” 

Some people might say there’s no room in 
2018 for an eccentrically old-school throwback 
like Froggyland. But as I head out onto the sunny 
streets of Split, the gentle ribbiting of the 
museum’s looped soundtrack gradually fading, 
I’m still smiling. Th e haters can get stuff ed. 

FROGGIN’ AWESOME 
Above: Froggyland’s 
latest owner, 17-year-old 
Ivana Medvešek. Right: 
a selection of postcards 
in the museum’s shop

via their mouths, before coating them in a serum 
to give them that ‘real-life’ glow. Th e most 
impressive part of it all is the absence of scars, 
which in taxidermy are usually left from the 
incisions necessary to remove an animal’s organs.

So, what inspired the tableaux? “We think he 
wanted to make them as human-like as possible, 
so they could be his friends,” says Ivana, as we 
wander from case to case. “He looked around 
him and copied what he saw. Th is means it’s 
educational, because it’s a refl ection of history.” 

I see her point. Th ere’s a school scene in 
which rows and rows of adolescent frogs perch 
in a classroom on old-timey desks. Th en there’s 
a group of frogs on a farm using scythes and 
pitchforks and other defunct agricultural tools. 

“Th e majority of our
visitors are British. Th ey 
go crazy for it”
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